FREE GUIDE - OCTOBER 2026

Al side income that actually pays

What our research could verify about earning with Al tools in October 2026,
what people self-report, the fastest and cheapest ways to start, and the traps.
Every figure links to its source or to the note where we show our math.
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How to read this guide

Every earnings number carries one of our labels. Verified means it comes from the
platform's own published rates, payout data or rules. Self-reported means a creator,
user, press article or tracker reported it and the platform hasn't confirmed it. Estimate
means it's our calculation from stated assumptions. Of the 109 ways to earn in our
directory, only 5 have a figure we could verify. That's the honest state of the evidence,
and it's why we label everything. How the labels work.

1. Figures we could verify (5)

» License your voice on the ElevenLabs Voice Library | VErIFiED
Varies by usage. ElevenLabs says voice creators had earned over $22M in total by
May 2026 (up from $11M in Nov 2025); free-tier usage pays nothing and there is no
guaranteed rate. [1] [2] [3]

Al training contracts for licensed professionals | veriFiep
Mercor lists legal roles at $55-$150+/hour and clinician roles at $120-$150/hour
(oncologists $350-$450/hour), and shows a $107/hour average contracted rate
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(Mercor experts page, checked 20 Oct 2026; it showed $111 earlier in October). Total
income depends on how many project hours you are matched to. [1] [2] [3]

« Paid Al video campaigns (Higgsfield, Picsart, PixVerse Earn) | VERrIFIED
Picsart says its Earn program paid over $1M to 80,000+ registered creators in under
two months, with top creators earning up to $10K/month (Business Wire, Jul 2026);
that is an average of about $12.50 per registered creator, so most people earn little. [1]

[2] [3]

o Al red-teaming competitions (Gray Swan Arena) | VErIFiED
Prize pools, not wages: Gray Swan's Q1 2026 challenge paid $40,000 across
leaderboards and per-model bounties (minimum payout $100), its August 2026 round
$30,000 to the top 50 and model bounties, and the Arena lists a $300,000 pool for its
October 2026 'IPI Black' challenge. Most participants win little or nothing. [1] [2] [3]

e Publish paid scrapers and Al tools on Apify Store | VERIFIED
Apify says it pays out $1.5M a month to about 3,900 community developers (Apify,
Oct 2026); its help center says top independent creators make over $10,000 a month
and many make over $1,000. Earnings depend on demand for your Actor and keeping

it working. [1] [2] [3]

2. Self-reported figures (7)

Real numbers from real people, but unconfirmed, and usually the best cases that get
written about.

e Al customer-service chatbots for small shops | seLF-rReporTED
One case: $250-$500 setup + $50/mo; 6 clients, >$1,000 by month two (Side Hustle
School). 111 [2]

o Paid Al-assisted newsletter |SELF-REPORTED
One case: $7/mo, 150 subs, first $1,000 by month three (Side Hustle School). 1] [2]
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o Al automation agency for SMBs | SELF-REPORTED
Varies; retainers cited at $1,000-$6,000/client/mo (LeadLock). [1] [2]

e Niche directory site (sponsor-funded) |SELF-REPORTED
Varies; one creator claims $1,100 in a day (unverified). [1] (2]

e License unused video footage for Al training | seLrF-rRePORTED
Reported $0.75-$3 per minute of licensed footage (NY Post, Mar 2025); WSJ saw a
Troveo contract giving creators 60% of revenue. No payout until footage is licensed. [1]

[2] [3]

e Record chore videos to train household robots | SELF-REPORTED
Reported $3-$15/hour (MIT Technology Review, Apr 2026; ABC News, Sep 2026);
WIRED saw $15/hour chore tasks on DoorDash Tasks and the Washington Post cites
up to $25/hour. An NPR-profiled recorder in India earns about $120/month for 2-3
hours a day. [1] [2] [3]

 Paid clipping campaigns (Whop Content Rewards) | sELF-REPORTED
A 14 Oct 2026 snapshot of 708 campaigns found a median $1.05 per 1,000 views, a
typical $2 minimum and $200 cap per clip, and a 10% platform fee, so 100,000 paid
views is roughly $95 (ClipDocker); ClippingAlpha tracked a $1.25 median on 20 Oct
2026. Most clips earn little; income needs volume and reach. [1] [2] [3]

3. Fastest to a first dollar

From our research notes; times and month-12 ranges are estimates for one person
starting from scratch.

MONTH 12,

TYPICAL
HUSTLE STARTUP FIRST DOLLAR HOURS/WEEK (ESTIMATE)
Prolific research $0 1-14 days after 2-10 hrs/week, in $40-$150

studies acceptance (joining may short bursts
involve a waitlist)
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MONTH 12,

TYPICAL
HUSTLE STARTUP FIRST DOLLAR HOURS/WEEK (ESTIMATE)
Al headshots / photo  $0-$100 1-2 weeks after starting  5-12 hrs/week $800-$2,500
editing
Record chore videos $0-$30 1-3 weeks after 2-10 hrs/week, $50-$300
to train household acceptance when tasks are
robots available
Al transcription & $0-$150 1-3 weeks 5-20 hrs/week $1,200-
captioning (marketplace) or 3-6 $3,000
weeks (direct clients)

Al product $0-$250 1-3 weeks after starting  6-15 hrs/week $1,500-
photography for e- $4,000
commerce
Virtual staging for $0-$150 1-3 weeks after starting  5-15 hrs/week $1,500-
real estate to start $4,000
User testing of Al $0 1-3 weeks after joining 2-6 hrs/week $100-$500
products
Al voiceover service  $25- 1-4 weeks 5-12 hrs/week $1,000-

$150 $2,500
Al thumbnail design ~ $0-$40 1-4 weeks after starting  6-15 hrs/week $1,000-
service $3,000
Resume & cover $0-$100 1-4 weeks 5-15 hrs/week $1,500-
letter service $4,000

4. Start for $100 or less

Highest typical month-12 range among notes whose startup cost tops out at $100.
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MONTH 12, TYPICAL

HUSTLE STARTUP FIRST DOLLAR HOURS/WEEK (ESTIMATE)

RAG knowledge-base $20-$100 4-10 weeks 10-20 $4,000-$9,000

chatbots for companies after starting hrs/week

LinkedIn ghostwriting with $0-$100 2-6 weeks 6-15 $3,000-$6,000

Al hrs/week

Short-form Al video editing  $0-$100 2-4 weeks 10-15 $2,500-$4,500

service hrs/week

Al-built websites for local $0-$100 2-5 weeks 8-15 $2,500-$4,500

businesses hrs/week

Lead generation with Al $0-$100 2-5 weeks 8-15 $2,500-$5,000

research after starting hrs/week

n8n self-hosted $0-$60 3-8 weeks 8-15 $2,500-$5,500

automation setup after starting hrs/week

Al -assisted freelance $0-$60 2—-6 weeks 10-20 $2,000-$4,000

writing hrs/week

Al social media $0-$60 2-5 weeks 8-15 $2,000-$4,000

management hrs/week

Al UGC-style ad creatives $0-$100 3-6 weeks 8-15 $2,000-$5,000
one-time hrs/week

Zapier automation $0-$100 2-5 weeks 8-15 $2,000-$6,000

freelancing after starting hrs/week

5. Three traps worth knowing

o "Passive" voice royalties are tiny per use. ElevenLabs' own guide puts the Voice

Library default at about $0.03 per 1,000 characters, about 27 cents for a 10-minute

script. The math.

o Free-plan Al music can't be sold. Suno says songs made on its free plan are for non-

commercial use, and upgrading later doesn't license them. The rules.
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e YouTube won't pay for templated Al channels. It refuses to monetize channels with
too much repetitive, mass-produced content, and the entry bar rises on 1 Feb 2027.
What's allowed.

Where to go next

The Al Side Hustle Index: all 67 research notes compared, with a CSV.

Earnings calculator: your own numbers, month 1 to 12.

What you can build with Al: step-by -step setup guides.

Best Al tool for...: quick picks by use case.

Straight answers: rights, pay and platform rules.

Nothing here is financial, legal or tax advice. Rates and rules change; check the linked sources before relying on
them. © 2026 AgentHustles.
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